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Evidentiary  Document  No.  5379 • 

I KTEENMICHAL  HILIl/M'  THIEUhA:  OF  THE  FAK  EmS^, 

EO  ,_J . 

Ui.riLD  Sli.11  S  OF  A1.E1.ICA  AND  OTHL'hS 
-  against  •• 

_ _  ABAKI.  Ssdao  and  OThU.S 

I  Charles  Henry  BICKS,  of  "Standford." ,  Ary  Street,  Hawthorne, 
ct  present  attached  to  Northern  Command  Discharge  Depot,  Ecdbank, 
QX  47482,  rake  oath  and  say  cs  follows 

1.  I  ar  at  present  a  Icjcr  in  the  Australian  Military  Forces. 

2.  In  August,  1942,  I  was  a  Captain  attached  to  the  6lst. 
Australian  Infantry  Battalion,  and  I  was  CC  of  "B?*  Coy. 

3.  !.  was  at  Mine  Bay  on  Tuesday,  25th  August,  1942,  when  the 
Japanese  landed  in  that  area,  and  I  took  part  in  the  fighting 
which  occurcd  in  that  area  between  the  Japanese  and  Australian 
Forces  fron  the  25th  August,  1942  until  the  31st.  August,  1942. 

4.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  August,  1942,  I  took  a  patrol 
consisting  of  nyself  and  four  others  into  Japanese  occupied 
territory.  At  a  place  called  IiOTEO ,  where  our  forces  had 
engaged  the  Japanese  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  I  saw  a.  native 
lying  on  his  face  in  the  middle  of  the  road.  His  hands  were  tied 
behind  hir  with  signal  wire  (Don-3  Crble).  He  had  been  shot 
thavc  or  four  times  through  the  body,  and  he  had  also  been 
bayonetted  through  the  stomaek  about  three  times.  I  did  not 
know/th ?s  native  was,  but  he  appeared  to  ne  to  have  been  a 
native  of  that  district.  From  my  observations,  I  would  say 
definitely  that  he  had  been  bryonetted  and.  shot  after  having 
been  tied  up. 

5.  Further  on  in  the  jungle,  near  the  same  village,  I  found  the 
body  of  a  native  woman.  She  had  been  tied  down  with  signal 
wire  by  the  wrists  and  legs  to  stakes.  She  was  lying  on  her 
back  and  was  naked.  She  had  been  killed  by  a.  knife  or  a  bayonet 
slash  from  the  stomach  upwards. 


6.  Further  on  near  KOEBELE,  where  fighting  had  taken  place  on 
the  night  of  the  27th,  between  the  2/'10th  and  the  Japanese, 

I  found  the  bodies  of  six  Australians  lying  near  the  track. 
Their  hands  had  been  tied  behind  their  backs  with  signal  wire, 
and  they  had  been  bayonetted  through  the  stomach.  Two  of  them 
had  had  their  arms  smashed  with  rifle  bullets  fired  at  close 
range.  These  men  were  lying  with  their  knees  up.  I  looked  for 
the  Identity  Discs,  but  these  had  all  been  removed. 


KOEBELE  JETTY  I  saw  the  bodies  of  two 
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I N TEK N A  i I C Is AL  LILIIMY  TKIEUwAi  OF  ThE  FAR  EaST 

i  G «  1  • 

Hi.  IIEP  STi/i.1-  S  or  /j.El.ICi.  AND  OTHERS 
-  against  - 

ARAKI .  Sada  o  and  0 TELES 


1.  Charles  Henry  EICKS,  of  "Standford" ,  Ary  Street,  Hawthorne, 

et  present  attached  to  Northern  Corrend  Discharge  Depot,  Redbank, 
QX  47482,  rake  oath  and  say  as  follows: - 

1,1  er.  at  present  a  irjor  in  the  Australian  Military  forces. 

2.  In  August,  1942,  1  was  a  Captain  attached  to  the  6lst. 
Australian  Infantry  Eettalion,  and  I  was  OC  of  "B”  Coy. 

3.  j  was  at  Mine  Bay  on  Tuesday,  25th  August,  1942,  when  the 
Japanese  landed  in  that  area,  a.nd  I  took  part  in  the  fighting 
which  occurcd  in  that  area,  between  the  Japanese  and  Australian 
Forces  from  the  25th  August,  1942  until  the  31st.  August,  1942. 

4.  On  the  nor n ins  of  the  30th  August,  1942,  I  took  a  patrol 
consisting  of  ryself  and  four  others  into  Japanese  occupied 
territory.  At  a  place  called  liOTEO,  where  our  forces  had 
engaged  the  Japanese  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  I  saw  a.  native 
lying  on  his  face  in  the  riddle  of  the  road.  His  hands  wore  tied 
behind  hir  with  signal  wire  (Don-3  Crble).  He  had  been  shot 
tbjvc.  or  four  tines  through  the  body,  and  he  had  also  been 
bayonetted  through  the  stonaek  about  three  tines.  I  did  not 
know/tn?s  native  was,  but  he  appeared  to  nc  to  have  been  a 
native  of  that  district.  Fron  ry  observations,  I  would  say 
definitely  that  he  had  been  bayonetted  and.  shot  after  having 
been  tied  up, 

5.  Further  on  in  the  jungle,  near  the  sane  village,  I  found  the 
body  of  a.  native  worm.  She  had  been  tied  down  with  signal 
wire  by  the  wrists  and  logs  to  stakes.  She  was  lying  on  her 
back  and  was  naked.  She  hod  been  killed  by  a.  knife  or  a  bayonet 
slash  fron  the  stomach  upwards. 

6.  Further  on  near  KOLEELE,  where  fighting,  had  taken  place  on 
the  night  of  the  27th,  between  the  2/'10th  a.nd  the  Japanese, 

I  found  the  bodies  of  six  Austr? liens  lying  near  the  track. 

Their  hands  had  been  tied  behind  their  backs  with  signal  wire, 
and  they  had  been  bayonetted  through  the  stomach.  Two  of  then 
had  hod  their  arms  sr. ashed  with  rifle  bullets  fired  at  close 
range.  These  men  were  lying  with  their  knees  up.  I  looked  for 
the  Identity  Discs,  but  these  had  ell  been  removed, 

I  7.  On  the  beach  near  the  KOEBELE  JETTY  I  saw  the  bodies  of  two 
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Artillery  officers.  They  were  naked,  and  had  apparently  been 
killed  by  machine  gun  fire,  and  the  flesh  seemed  to  be  burnt. 
As  these  bodies  were  lying  near  the  corner  of  a  hut  which  had 
been  burnt,  I  consider  that  the  hut  had  caught  fire  and  they 
had  been  burnt  in  this  fjrc. 


Sv.01.fi  EEF01E  i-E  AT  ) 

BEISBAI.E  0*  TiX  23rd.  ) 

DAY  OF  AUGUST,  1946,  )  /s/  C.  H.  Dicks,  Major. 


/s/  A.  J.  Mansfield 

Judge_of_Gurrcj:c.  .  Suff.fr.- PXJ&thQlIsJLaad • 
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II.TEe.-.ATIIFAL  I.II.Tl  Ax.l  THIEUixA;  OF  TuE  FAK  LnST 

NO , _ 3,  • 

ioied  suits  of  :j.Ei.iCi.  and  othiks 

-  against  - 

__  ALAKI,  Sadao  an d  OThLl.S 

I,  Charles  Henry  EICKS,  of  "Standford" ,  Any  Street,  Hawthorne, 
at  present  attached  to  Northern  Corrend  Discharge  Depot,  Eedbank, 
QX  47^82,  rake  oath  end  say  as  follows 

1.  I  er  at  present  a  he  jor  in  the  Australian  Military  Forces. 

2.  In  August,  1942,  1  was  a  Captain  attached  to  the  6lst. 
Australian  Infantry  Eattalion,  and  I  was  CC  of  "B!l  Coy. 

3.  4  was  at  I  line  Bay  on  Tuesday,  25th  August,  1942,  when  the 
Japanese  landed  in  that  area,  and  I  took  part  in  the  fighting 
which  occurcd  in  that  area,  between  the  Japanese  and  Australian 
Forces  fron  the  25th  August,  1942  until  the  31st.  August,  1942, 

4.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  August,  1942,  I  took  a.  patrol 
consisting  of  myself  and  four  others  into  Japanese  occupied 
territory.  At  a  place  called  F0TE0,  where  our  forces  had 
ongrged  the  Japanese  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  I  saw  a  native 
lying  on  his  face  in  the  middle  of  the  road .  His  hands  were  tied 
behind  him  with  signal  wire  (Don-3  Crble),  He  had  been  shot 
three  or  four  tires  through  the  body,  and  he  had  also  been 
bayonetted  through  the  stonack  about  three  tines.  I  did  not 
knov/A’hfs  native  was,  but  he  appeared  to  r.c  to  have  been  a 
native  of  that  district.  From  ny  observations,  I  would  say 
definitely  that  he  had  been  bryonetted  and  shot  after  having 
been  tied  up. 


5.  Further  on  in  the  jungle,  near  the  sane  village,  I  found  the 
body  of  a  native  woman.  She  had  been  tied  down  with  signal 
wire  by  the  wrists  and  legs  to  stakes.  She  was  lying  on  her 
back  and  was  naked.  She  hod  been  killed  by  a  knife  or  a  bayonet 
slash  fron  the  stomach  upwards. 

6.  Further  on  near  KOEBELE,  where  fighting  had  taken  place  on 
the  night  of  the  27th,  between  the  2/10 th  end  the  Japanese, 

I  found,  the  bodies  of  six  Australians  lying  near  the  track. 

Their  hands  had  been  tied  behind  their  backs  with  signal  wire, 
and  they  had  been  bayonetted  through  the  stomach.  Two  of  then 
had  had  their  arms  sr. ashed  with  rifle  bullets  fired  at  close 
range.  These  men  were  lying  with  their  knees  up.  I  looked  for 
the  Identity  Discs,  but  these  had  all  been  removed , 

the  beech  near  the  KOEBELE  JETTY  I  saw  the  bodies  of  two 
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Artillery  officers.  They  v/erc  naked,  and  had  apparently  been 
killed  by  machine  gun  fire,  end  the  flesh  seemed  to  be  burnt. 
As  these  bodies  were  lying  near  the  corner  of  a  hut  which  had 
been  burnt,  I  consider  that  the  hut  had  caught  fire  and  they 
had  been  burnt  in  this  fjrc. 


SkOl.i'i  EEFOi  E  iE  AT  ) 

BhISEAhE  Oi.  TIX  23rd.  ) 

DAY  OF  AUGUST,  1946.  )  /s/  C.  H.  Eicks,  Lla  j or  . 


/s/  A.  J.  hansficld 

Judge,. of  Suptcjrc  t...oi;  Jfoc  cnslfiftd . 
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